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ARMENIA

Awareness raising meetings with youth 
on EU and EU-Armenia relations

In the frames of AEPLAC Phase V project ICHD experts met 
with the youth in Yeghegnazdor, Kapan, Sisian, Goris within the 
16-18 of March, 2011 period. The aim of the meetings was to plan 
and implement field work on identification of the information 
needs on EU and EU-Armenia relations among younger audi-
ence (representatives of NGOs, students, lecturers, artists etc.) in 
8 cities of 6 marzes of Armenia as well as to elaborate an infor-
mation gap analysis.  Current Armenia-EU relations status and 
its prospect in the future, educational and other opportunities 
opened to the youth as a result to those relations, visa facilitation, 
community development and other issues were discussed and 
presented during the meetings and group discussions.

Young participants from  Armenia regions during 
the discussion process of awareness raising meetings 
on EU an EU-Armenia relations

On 25 March 2011 International Centre for Human 
Development in cooperation with the Armenian-Euro-
pean Policy and Legal Advice Centre and the EU Ad-
visory Group to the Republic of Armenia organized a 
conference on Participatory European integration.

The conference served as a platform ensuring the 
participation of civil society in the advancement of the 
process of Armenia’s European integration in coopera-
tion with the government, the parliament and the Euro-
pean integration state coordination bodies of Armenia. 
Armenia’s European integration involves many actors 
from public administration and civil society. 

With the intensification of Armenian-European re-
lations in the current Eastern Partnership framework, 
the participation of different stakeholders is constantly 
growing. Civil society is represented in the decision 
making concerning related reforms at various levels, 
both on the legislative and executive.

The coordination between representative bodies of 

CSOs, however, still needs to be reinforced to promote 
better dialogue not only between civil society and rel-
evant state bodies but also among civil society organiza-
tions themselves.

Conference on Participatory European Integration

From left to right: Alexei Sekarev, AEPLAC Team Leader; 
Karine Kazinyan, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs; Raul 
de Luzenberger, Head of EU Delegation to Armenia Tevan 
Poghosyan, ICHD Executive Director
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The head of European Movement of 
Armenia Viktor Yengibaryan has sent 
a letter to the leader of the “Heritage” 
Party Raffi Hovhannisyan. In the let-
ter, he particularly expresses his and 
his partners’ support to the politician 
being in hunger strike since March 15.

“This hard action of civil protest be-
ing carried out by You surely has its 
basis and once again makes me and 
my colleagues think. On behalf of the 
European Movement we call on You to 
stop hunger strike for the sake of Your 
health” - the letter says.  

Women’s 
Council of 
European 

Movement of 
Armenia  

During February 2011, the 
European Movement in Ar-
menia established it’s women’s 
Council. More than 100 girls 
and women became members 
of EMA women’s council. The 
aim of the group is to promote 
the rights of women and to en-
sure the place of women in Ar-
menian society. 

Public Policy Institute and new researches
Since May 2010 Public Policy In-

stitute was recognized as a project 
partner to London-based LINKS 
in the EPNK project, which stands 
for “European Partnership for the 
peaceful settlement of the conflict 
over Nagorno-Karabakh”, a project 
financed by the European Union. 
In December 2010 a conference in 
Yerevan presented the first results of 
the Armenian part of the survey.

The publication was entitled “Ka-
rabakh: The Big Debate”, which is 
part of a larger project with regards 
to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. 
The Nagorno-Karabakh round was 

implemented in late March with 11 
state officials and NGO activists in 
Stepanakert, with the report coming 
in early May. This report will sum 
up all the efforts of The Big Debate 
and will make grounds for further 
engagement with the conflict resolu-
tion process in track-two capacities. 

With a non-stop energy the fel-
lows of Institute has been publish-
ing quite actively (op-eds, reports 
and interviews) in various media 
outlets, touching upon the urgent 
issues in post-soviet space – rang-
ing from issues of sovereignty to 
human rights issues and foreign 

policy. Hovhannes Nikoghosyan 
– the Chairman, has been publish-
ing his op-eds in various interna-
tional media sources, contributing 
to public discussions on Armenia 
foreign policy and regional security 
matters. Tigran Nahapetyan, PhD, 
published a comprehensive research 
on the right of peoples of self-deter-
mination and actively engaged with 
public meetings and activities on 
Karabakh conflict. Elina Sahakyan 
chairs a group of young scholars in 
Slavonic University

The head of European Movement of Armenia 
has sent a letter to Raffi Hovhannisyan
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AZERBAIJAN

The OSCE Office in Baku, in co-
operation with the State Committee 
on Family, Women and Children’s 
Affairs, held a conference to support 
the implementation of the Law on 
Prevention of Domestic Violence, 
raising awareness about the matter 
and sharing international experi-
ence in addressing it.

The conference brought together 
80 Government officials, represent-
atives of law enforcement agencies, 
civil society, journalists, staff of new 
shelters and international experts. 
Participants spoke about the scope 
of domestic violence in Azerbaijan 
and its impact on society; discussed 
the law, presented best international 
practices of its implementation and 
discussed how they can be applied 
in the local context.

“We seek to foster productive col-
laboration between the Government 
and civil society through providing 
and discussing international exam-
ples of such co-ordination, as well 
as ways to ensure the effective im-
plementation of the new law against 
domestic violence in Azerbaijan,” 
said Ambassador Bilge Cankorel, 

the Head of the OSCE Office in 
Baku.

“The adoption of the Law on the 
Prevention of Domestic Violence 
is a significant step forward for Az-
erbaijan in terms of gender equality 
and protection of its most vulner-
able citizens, including children, as 
well as the fulfillment of interna-
tional obligations.”

Ivana Dufkova, Deputy Head of 
the Police College of the Interior 
Ministry in Prague, and Diyana 
Videva, a civil society expert from 
a Bulgarian non-governmental or-
ganization Alliance for Protection 
Against Domestic Violence provid-
ed insights on how law enforcement 
agencies and civil society can jointly 
contribute to the full implementa-

tion of domestic violence legisla-
tion. Mehriban Zeynalova, the Head 
of Clean World Public Union and a 
civil society-led shelter for women 
shared her experience in working 
on the domestic violence problem 
in Azerbaijan.

The OSCE Office in Baku will con-
tinue similar activities in the regions 
in collaboration with the State Com-
mittee on Family, Women and Chil-
dren’s Affairs, as well as with other 
Government authorities such as the 
Interior Ministry, local authorities 
and law enforcement agencies, and 
with civil society. The Office will 
also train staff of newly-established 
support centers and organized spe-
cialized courses for law enforcement 
agencies.

OSCE Office 
supports 

implementation of 
domestic violence 

prevention law

Ambassador Bilge Cankorel (r), the Head of the OSCE Office in Baku, with Hijran 
Huseynova, the Head of State Committee on Family, Women and Children Affairs, 
during a conference on domestic violence, Baku, 11 March 2011.
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First deliberations took place on 
16 March on the working paper on 
“NGO Quality Standards and Cer-
tification Model” drafted by the 
Council of State Support to NGOs 
under the President of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan. 

It was stressed that the main goal 
in drafting the document was to 
assist non-governmental organiza-
tions to advance the quality of their 
performance, enhance management 
system and to their activities in line 
with internationally recognized le-
gal and ethic norms. 

Participants also stated that such 
norms and standards have been ac-
cepted by most countries, including 
civil societies of advanced countries. 
It was suggested that adopting NGO 
standards in the future would have 
positive effect on NGO development 
and classification in Azerbaijan as 
well as promoting transparency of 
NGO activities. 

Presenting “NGO Quality Stand-
ards and Certification Model” 
working paper, independent expert 
Ilgar Agasiyev stated the possibility 
of adoption of NGO standards in 

few years upon its extensive delib-
erations. He stressed that the pro-
visions envisaged in the document 
would play vital role in the forma-
tion of non-governmental organiza-
tions. Ilgar Agasiyev suggested that 
the final version of the document 
would fit all serious and business 
NGOs since process of certification 
would increase competition among 
NGOs and contribute to their over-
all development. 

Several NGO leaders made their 
comments and suggestions on the 
document. 

Discussion of “NGO Quality Standards and Certification 
Model” working paper

 • The EU Delegation takes note with concern of the increasing number of reports of arrests of youth activists in 
the country.

• The EU Delegation closely monitors domestic developments in Azerbaijan, notably in the domain of democ-
racy and human rights. Those are essential elements for political stability, and key elements of the foundation on 
which the Eastern Partnership is built upon.

• The EU Delegation reiterates the great importance it attaches to all fundamental freedoms, including freedom 
of expression and freedom of assembly.

• The EU Delegation encourages Azerbaijan to maintain an open dialogue with members of civil society organi-
sations expressing views and opinions in a peacefu manner.

• The EU Delegation calls on Azerbaijan to ensure due process in all the recent cases of arrest of youth activists 
and support the cooperation established with OSCE on the area of democracy and human rights.

The EU Delegation issues the following statement in agreement 
with the EU Heads of Mission in Azerbaijan
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Bio Lab Opens in Tbilisi

GEORGIA

Georgian and the U.S. senior of-
ficials opened on March 18, 2011 in 
outskirts of Tbilisi USD 100 million 
biological research facility designed 
to, as the officials say, promote public 
and animal health through infectious 
disease detection and epidemiological 
surveillance.

Central Public Health Reference 
Laboratory (CPHRL), located on 8,000 
sq. meters with about 2,500 sq. meters 
of laboratory space, is staffed by the 
Georgian and U.S. personnel. Accord-

ing to the U.S. embassy the state-of-the 
art joint U.S.-Georgian laboratory will 
complement existing health research 
facilities in Bangkok, Thailand and 
Nairobi, Kenya, which serve to im-
proving public health in their respec-
tive regions and the CPHRL in Geor-
gia will perform a similar mission for 
the Caucasus region.

A board of governors with repre-
sentatives from Georgian government 
and the U.S., as well as from interna-
tional organizations will be in charge 

of the laboratory’s research agenda, 
according to CPHRL. Officials said 
the lab will not be used to conduct any 
biological weapons research.

Source: Civil Georgia, Tbilisi/19 Mar.’11

Distribution of 30-
GEL food vouchers 
has already started 
and will last till April, 
Healthcare Minister 
Andria Urushadze and 
Agriculture Minister 
Bakur Kvezereli have 
said at a briefing. 

Vouchers will be dis-
tributed to about mil-
lion families in Geor-
gia. Special mobile 
service centers will be 
activated for distribu-
tion of vouchers in re-
gions. 

People will be able to 
give vouchers to oth-
ers.  “It is a minor as-
sistance to population. 
We have other plans 
for the future”, Andria 
Urushadze said.
Source: 
www.interpressnews.ge

Minimal pension will be increased to GEL 
100 starting from this September, President 
Saakashvili said at a televised meeting with 
pensioners in Rustavi on March 7. 

Currently minimal monthly pension is 
GEL 80, plus GEL 2 or GEL 10 depend-
ing on length of service of each pensioner. 
Monthly pension is GEL 10 more for those 
pensioners residing in the capital city Tbilisi. 
GEL 10 pension increase for only those pen-
sioners who live in the capital came ahead of 
the 2010 local elections.

President Saakashvili pledged in 2008 to 
increase minimal monthly pension up to 
USD 100. The authorities are frequently 
criticized by the opposition for the failure 
to keep this promise.

Saakashvili told a group of pensioners at 
the meeting in Rustavi on March 7, that 
in order to increase minimal pension to 
USD 100 “a major” and “a serious pen-
sion system reform” was needed. He said 
“hopefully” the government would be able 
to meet that target by the first half of next 
year.
Source: Civil Georgia, Tbilisi / 7 Mar.’11

Distribution of 
30-GEL Food 

Vouchers

Pension Increase

Election watchdog groups 
called on political parties on 
March 25, 2011 to continue 
talks on electoral system re-
form and to make decisions 
“in a timely manner” so that 
to leave enough time to pre-
pare for parliamentary elec-
tions, planned in 2012.

Prospects of talks became 
unclear after the sides ac-
cused each other of hamper-
ing negotiations with the op-
position blaming the ruling 

party for dragging out the 
process and the latter accus-
ing the opposition of using 
language of “blackmail and 
ultimatums”.

International Society for 
Fair Elections and Democ-
racy (ISFED), Georgian 
Young Lawyers’ Association 
(GYLA), New Generation 
New Initiative (nGnI) and 
Transparency International 
– Georgia (TI) said in their 
joint statement that the par-
ties should “maintain con-
structive and result oriented 
approach.”

They identified four key 
issues, which the parties in-
volved in the talks should 
focus on; these are: elec-
toral systems (on this issue 
rule of electing majoritarian 
MPs remains the most seri-
ous source of contention); 
composition of the election 
administration; pre-election 
campaign (including, among 
others, issues related to use 
of administrative resources); 
finding effective mecha-
nisms for dispute resolution.

Elections in Georgia
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According to MP Pavle 
Kublashvili, the government 
is ready to make biometric 
electoral registers as a pilot 
program in Tbilisi if donors 
allocate funds. In addition, 
Kublashvili said the govern-
ment is ready to restore the 
norm in the election legisla-
tion, according to which inde-
pendent candidates, whether 
they belong to any political 
party or not, will be able to 
stand for elections.

The government also pro-
poses that the persons who 
have committed unintention-
al crimes and are sentenced 
up to 3 years of imprisonment 
will be allowed to vote.

The National Movement has 
other proposals too. However, 
according to Kublashvili, they 
will become known at the 
meeting with the opposition 
at the Central Election Com-
mission. 

Source:
www.georgianjournal.ge/

From March 1, 2011 a 
new simplified way of is-
suing visas to EU coun-
tries for Georgians has 
come into force. This 
is viewed by many as a 
very serious and signifi-
cant move towards Eu-
ropean integration for 
the country. However, 
some analysts see the 
new laws having a re-
verse effect. These rules 
of the new visa regime 
oblige the EU countries 
to get rid of illegal Geor-
gian citizens from their 
countries, meaning tens 
of thousands of people 
losing their livelihood 
and shelter abroad, re-

turning home and fur-
ther increasing the ranks 
of unemployed people in 
Georgia. It is very diffi-
cult to establish precisely 
how many Georgian im-
migrants reside in EU 
countries. A significant 
number of Georgians are 
living in Greece. There 
are also fairly large Geor-
gian communities in 
Spain, Holland, Germa-
ny and other countries. 
The exact number is 
unknown but former Fi-
nance Minister and now 
opposition member Dav-
id Onoprishvili estimates 
there could be more than 
200 000 Georgians in EU 

countries. Their return 
to Georgia will cause se-
rious problems not only 
to their own families but 
to the country as whole. 
Of course, Georgia can-
not offer much to these 
people but it still has to 
do something to address 
the potential hardship.

Source: http://www.
messenger.com.ge/

Voter registration through biometric 
identification system will cost maxi-
mum GEL 102.5 million (about USD 
59.6 mln) instead of about GEL 189.8 
million (USD 110.4 mln) as claimed by 
the authorities, a group of opposition 
parties said on March 7, 2011.

Introduction of biometric technolo-
gies to register and also to identify 
voters on the election day so that to 
prevent any individual from multiple 
voting is one of the key parts of the 
joint proposal by the eight 

opposition parties, involving Nation-
al Forum, Conservative Party, Repub-
lican Party, Our Georgia-Free Demo-

crats, Georgia’s Way, New Rights, 
Christian-Democratic Movement 
(leading party in the parliamentary 
minority) and Party of People.

 The opposition also says that the cost 
would be further decreased based on 
assumption that even the figure of 3.5 
million voters is inflated and in fact 3 
million biometric IDs will be required, 
making entire cost GEL 80 million 
(about USD 46.5 mln). If the procure-
ments needed for the entire project is 
exempted from value added tax, it will 
be possible to further cut down entire 
cost to GEL 66 million (about USD 38.4 
mln), according to the opposition.

Source: Civil Georgia, Tbilisi, March 
7, 2011

National 
Movement Party 
Has Presented 

Several Proposals 
Regarding 

Election Code

New EU Visa Would Lead to Kicking 
Out Illegal Georgian Migrants

Biometric Voter 
Registry Cost 

Debated
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According to agriculture specialists in Georgia, families in 
villages and the countryside are making do with less as high 
inflation and last year’s poor harvest is forcing some subsist-
ence farmers into taking loans. Hit by low harvest yields and 
double-digit inflation, hundreds of Georgia’s 700,000 small-
scale farmers are confronting the start of the spring planting 
season without the money to purchase seeds.

Trouble with financing is just part of the problem for 
farmers this year. An unusually dry summer in 2010 re-
duced crop yields, and, hence, income for farmers; national 
figures are not available, but Elkana, a non-governmental 
Georgian farming association, estimates strawberry yields 
declined by 70 percent.

The government recently has acknowledged the scope of 
the problem, but the policy response is unclear. In March, 
President Mikheil Saakashvili unveiled a new, 150-million-
lari ($87.7 million) budget bonus to “modernize” Georgian 
agriculture over the next 18 months. Few details about the 
program are available, however. Ministry of Agriculture 
representatives did not respond to a EurasiaNet.org request 
for specifics in time for publication. 

On the consumer side, the rural population is also fac-
ing a daunting problem. To make ends meet amid galloping 
inflation, farmers and many other Georgians are increas-
ingly relying on store credit and small loans – trends that 
raise red flags for food security specialists. Many could find 
themselves caught in a debt trap. Prices for items like sugar 
and cooking oil have tripled and quadrupled over the past 
year; other food prices have increased by as much as 130 
percent, said Maha Ahmed, country director of the World 
Food Programme (WFP) in Georgia. 

While the Ministry of Agriculture collects data on food 
production and consumption, no food security program for 
such situations exists, Ahmed added. “You have symptoms, 
you have signals,” she said. “If people in Tbilisi are suffering 
from high [food] prices, what about [the rural population]? 
But you don’t have a solid figure.”

The higher prices prompted the government to offer one-
time 30-lari ($17.65) food vouchers to families, but such 
measures appear to have provided scant relief for farming 
families. 

Editor’s note: Abstract form Molly Corso’s article.
Molly Corso is a freelance reporter based in Tbilisi and 

editor of the American Chamber of Commerce’s Investor.
ge magazine.

Source: www.eurasianet.org

Issue of problem with business cli-
mate in Georgia is blown out of pro-
portions because of hype attracted by 
some separate high-profile cases of 
disputes between the state and busi-
ness, Giorgi Pertaia, newly appointed 
tax ombudsman, said on 20 Feb, 2011

Pertaia said that in order to create a 
broader picture about the business cli-
mate in the country and not to judge 
based on separate highly 

publicized cases of a dispute be-
tween the state and business, a survey 
were conducted shortly after he was 
appointed as PM’s advisor last year.

“Two questions where asked [to re-
spondents]: ’have the financial police 
ever probed into your [business] and 
violated your rights’ and ’have you 

ever heard about this kind of cases’,” 
Pertaia said. Only about 1% responded 
positively on the first question, he said, 
and 70% responded positively on the 
second one.

The tax ombudsman, according to 
the tax code, can react on complaints 
filed by taxpayers to his office. In case 
of violation of taxpayer’s rights, the 
tax ombudsman will “recommend” a 
relevant state agency to revise its deci-
sion to restore the rights of a taxpayer. 
The tax ombudsman can not react on 
cases already heard by the courts. The 
tax ombudsman, according to the law, 
will have to present annual report be-
fore the parliamentary committee for 
financial and budgetary issues.

Source: Civil Georgia, Tbilisi / 20 
Mar.’11

President Saakashvili linked recent 
reshuffle in the Finance Ministry’s 
Revenue Service to the government’s 
“new approach” to have “maximally 
fair” treatment of taxpayers. “It is im-
portant that everybody pays taxes… 
there should be no backdoor dealings 
behind the state budget; this is a pain-
ful process, but just because this is a 
painful process, we should not exceed 

even by a gram in severity [while en-
forcing] laws,” he said. 

“The state apparatus should not feel 
that because we are honest and because 
we do not take bribes and because we 
are strong, we can oppress citizens or 
treat them negligently. This is the great-
est threat after corruption and we will 
eradicate that too,” Saakashvili added.

Source: Civil Georgia, Tbilisi / 7 
Mar.’11

Georgia-Free Demo-
crats (OGFD) opposition 
party, led by Irakli Alasa-
nia, has called for setting 
up a public council at the 
Ministry of Internal Af-
fairs (MIA) to provide 
democratic control of the 
police.

OGFD said in a state-
ment that public council 
was needed in order to 
react and prevent cases 
of abuse of powers by the 
police, especially after 

last year’s amendments 
to the law on police in-
troducing stop-and-frisk 
practice. OGFD has ap-
pealed to the Constitu-
tional Court against the 
new practice, giving po-
lice officers right to stop a 
person on the street and 
to frisk the outer clothing 
if officer has “a reasonable 
suspicion” that criminal 
activity is afoot.

OGFD said that public 
council would help to ef-

fectively respond on citi-
zens’ complains, as well as 
to react on cases of police 
wrongdoings revealed by 
the media outlets more 
effective and transparent.

Source: Civil Georgia, 
Tbilisi / 3 Mar.’11

Hard Times of Georgian Farmers Business Climate 
Problem Not as 

Large as it Seems

“Maximally Fair” 
Treatment of Taxpayers - 

New Approach

Public Council to Monitor Police
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The Foreign Policy Association of 
Moldova organized a study trip to 
Skopje and Belgrade, on 13-20 of 
March, for a group of government of-
ficials from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Ministry of Interior, Center 
for Personal Data Protection, Border 
guard Service, as well as some non-
governmental experts. The project is 
financed through the Balkan Trust for 
Democracy and aims to transfer from 
Balkans countries the good practices 
and experience gained in the visa lib-
eralization process with EU. The rec-
ommendations formulated by NGOs 
were sent to relevant national authori-
ties and also presented to media in a 
press-conference. They refer inter alia 

and encourage some institutional re-
settlements concerning the coordina-
tion process, the demilitarization and 
civil control over the system of inte-
rior affairs etc., as well as some oppor-

tunities for the civil society to be more 
involved in advocacy, monitoring and 
communication on visa liberalization. 
www.ape.md

MOLDOVA

Over 300 people met on 19 March to clean up 
the «Valea Trandafirilor» Parc (Valley of Roses). 
The action was organized by the movement 
«Hai Moldova», in cooperation with the Chisin-
au Mayor’s Office, the Ministry of Environment 
and Ministry of Defence. Several schoold from 
around the parc have adhered to the action as 
well. There were evacuated 4 tones of wastes The 
strangest objects have been «exposed for sale», 
without any commercial success.  This was a 
preparatory one for a national cleaning day ac-
tion to be developed on 16 of April, were the 
movement intends to involve entire country. 
For more details www.hai.md   foto http://www.
facebook.com/haimoldova 

Transfer of experience on visa liberalization with EU

Country Clean-up Project 
“Hai Moldova”
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Special editions  
of the RDCT Bulletin

The Promo-LEX Association, a Non-Governmental and 
apolitical Organization, which aims to promote democra-
cy and human rights, welcomes the efforts and the results 
achieved by the constitutional authorities of Chisinau in the 
release of both the Mayor of Corjova and a Local Councilor, 
Valeriul Mitul and Iurie Cotofan.

The release of The Mayor and the Local Councilor, confirms 
that human rights and freedoms in the region of Transnistria 
can and should be defended by the constitutional structures. 
Although it still remains a difficult goal, when constitutional 
authorities are consistent in their efforts, victims of the illegal 
regime of Tiraspol can benefit from the guarantees provided 
by national legislation and international documents to which 
Moldova is party to. In this context it is important that the ac-
tions of the constitutional authorities go beyond declarations 
and appeals.

In these circumstances, Promo-LEX recalls to the Moldovan 
Government the fate of many other similar cases of abuse, 
kidnappings and sequestration of persons living in the Tran-
snistrian region, which remain unresolved.  Promo-LEX re-
peatedly requests, that the constitutional authorities pursue 
efforts towards the release of two the two political prisoners 
Ernest Vardanean and Ilie Cazac. Two special editions of the 
“Resources and Development Center for Transnistria” bulle-
tin www.promo-lex.md 

NGO Public Appeal  
to the Supreme Council of 

Magistrates (SCM 
) and its members to ensure the transparency, le-

gality responsibility and objectiveness at the elec-
tions of the Chairman of the Supreme Court of 
Justice. By this, the NGOs are asking to: publish on 
web the list of candidates and their CVs, as well as 
other relevant information; due time information 
in advance on the date and place of the session of 
the SCM; public hearings of the candidates etc.

 

EU-Moldova Forum, 29-
31 of March, 2011

The Institute for Eastern Studies and the Foreign 
Policy Association of Moldova are organizing the 
EU – Moldova Forum to be held 29 – 31st March 
2011 in Chisinau, under the Honorary Patronage of 
Mr. Vlad Filat, the Prime Minister of Moldova and 
Mr. Donald Tusk, the Prime Minister of Poland. The 
first EU – Moldova Forum will serve as a good op-
portunity to exchange the ideas, share experience 
and discuss the future projects. For more informa-
tion please visit the websites: www.ape.md and www.
forum-ekonomiczne.pl 

The perception of Russia in the Republic of 
Moldova, Romania and Ukraine

The book was launched 
in Moldova on 24 of March 
2011 as result of a project 
financed by the East-East 
Program of the Soros Foun-
dation and aims’ presenting 
the way Russia is perceived 
within the trilateral Repub-
lic of Moldova - Romania 
- Ukraine. The approaches 
of the three chapters are ob-
viously different, driven by 
the fact that, in the cases of 
Republic of Moldova and 

Ukraine, the dominant 
features came from the 
young democratic and 
independence experi-
ences, but also due to 
the policies of Russia to-

wards those former parts of 
successive empires ruled in 
Moscow, as well as its „hu-
manitarian policy”, but also 
due to the number of Rus-
sian minorities in their re-
spective countries and the 
influence in several areas 
that Russia still owns. For 
the Romanian approach, 
the basis was a thorough 
study of the official rela-
tions, the public space and 

the polls related to Russia, 
Russia’s authorities and the 
Russian people. Those were 
carried out in almost two 
years following a thorough 
study. The detailed results 
are quite spectacular. 

This in depth study can 
offer both the decision mak-
ers from the three coun-
tries – Romania, Republic 
of Moldova and Ukraine 
– as well as Russia the clear 
picture of the perceptions, 
fears, of the symbols and 
of the stereotypes that are 
dominating the referred to 
public spaces and official, 

political and institutional 
bodies in the studied coun-
tries. The study aims to of-
fer all the actors, including 
those in the civil society, a 
valid instrument in order 
to find the places where 
things should be improved 
or trust is lacking, in order 
to have solid grounds for 
improving the bilateral re-
lations of those countries’ 
with Russia. 

For more details please 
visit: www.ipp.md; http://
www.cpc-ew.ro; http://www.
ieac.org.ua
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UKRAINE

Leading Ukrainian Think-Tanks and Watch-Dogs lay their 
proposition for electoral legislation improvement in Ukraine

Agency for Legislative Initiatives, Committee of voters 
of Ukraine, civil network OPORA and Ukrainian Cen-
tre for Independent Political Research – well-known 
NGOs that have profound experience and expertise in 
the electoral legislation – have laid their propositions 
for the on-going preparation of the new electoral legis-
lation in the framework of the governmental Working 
Group for the Improvement of the electoral legislation 
that is supposed to work-out the new edition of the 
relevant Laws coming in force prior the parliamentary 
elections 2012. “We strongly believe that public trust for 
any decision taken in the field of electoral legislation 
change could be granted only in case that independent 
Ukrainian and international experts, media and civil 
society representatives will be involved in the process 
along with the responsible state officials and MPs from 
various political parties. The new draft law should be 
elaborated according to such principles as openness 
and public transparency that will ensure proper pres-

entation of interests of different social groups, equally 
with the political actors, in such important and compli-
cated policy process.” – says the Statement dedicated to 
the Consortium founding. 

Abovementioned Consortium of the civil society or-
ganizations aims at formation in Ukraine modern ef-
fective political system based on the principles of the 
democracy, rule of law, freedom, equity of opportuni-
ties and competiveness of the generally known and ac-
ceptable European standards. Consortium will involve 
broad scale of the NGOs, activists, journalists and other 
interested actors in the working-out of the new elector-
al legislation, legislation regulating the political parties, 
reformation of the political institutions and develop-
ment of the participative democracy in Ukraine.

Publicized propositions mention such issues as elec-
toral system, international practice and Documents 
adopted by Ukraine, the most common violations of 
the electoral laws and procedures envisaged fixed by 
the domestic and international observers during the 
last elections in Ukraine, various procedures and tech-
nical requirements that should be clearly defined and 
regulated in the Electoral Law to avoid future violation 
and cheating in the electoral process. 

Presently some participants of the Consortium (ALI, 
OPORA, CVU) have been invited to the governmental 
Working Group for the Improvement of the electoral 
legislation meetings. Hopefully that will make possible 
at least communicate the civil society position to the 
government. 

More detailed information is available at http://
www.parliament.org.ua/index.php?action=news&ar_
id=2284&as=0

Agency for Legislative Initiatives 
experts are stating the general loss of 
the public trust by all state authori-
ties’ institutions in last 6 months 
according to the polls results. Tradi-
tionally for Ukraine the most pub-
lic trust is granted to church (67,1 
% of the respondents have stated 
full or mainly trust), mass-media 

– both Ukrainian (46,6%), Russian 
(37,4%) and Western (36,5%). The 
less trusted institutions are courts 
(14,3%), state prosecution office 
(17%), police (17,4%), parliament 
(18,7%). The most trusted state in-
stitution among Ukrainians is presi-
dent (31%).

In last 6 months public trust to 

the state authorities have suffered 
certain fall dawn. Namely public 
support to the Verkhovna Rada of 
Ukraine (Ukrainian parliament)   

Recent polls demonstrate general loss  
of the public trust by Ukrainian authorities 
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have reduced on 2,7%, government 
– 6,8% and the most obvious loss is 
President public trust reducing on 
10,3%. In line with the general ten-
dency is loss of public trust to the 
courts (on 7,3%), state prosecution 
office (on 5,7%) and police (on 7,6%), 
state security service (on 6.7%), local 
state administrations (on  7%) and 
local councils (on 5%). Even mass-
media have faced the lost of trust – 
respectively on 4,4% for Ukrainian 
and on 4% for Russian mass-medias. 
The only positive change are facing 
the western mass-media which have 
gained 2,9% of public trust according 
to the poll.

Overwhelming lost of trust is fac-
ing the Kyiv (Ukrainian capital) city 
administration and city council. In 
1 year the trust rate have reduced 

from 10,5% (February 2010) to 
4,5% (February 2011) for the city 
council and  from 7,5% (February 
2010) to 3% (February 2011) for 
the city administration. Obviously 
this trend clearly correlates with the 
personal and structural changes of 
the city authorities which have oc-
curred with no public consultations 
or elections involved.

Simultaneously most Ukrainians 
have not approved the renewal of 
the Ukrainian Constitution 1996, 
which was introduced back in force 
due to the decision of the Constitu-
tional Court and supporting more 
broad presidential powers. 63,3 
respondents have stated their non 
support to such decision, while only 
35,6 have partly supported it. 

Another sensible issue that also 

was criticized by the public opinion 
is electoral system, which currently 
is supported only by 22,5% of the 
respondents. More than 76,5 % of 
the interviewed believe it should be 
changed.

77,2% of the respondents have stat-
ed that the all state authorities insti-
tutes both on the local and national 
level constantly lack transparency 
and openness in their operations. 
Their work looks very close and un-
clear for the ordinary citizens.  

More detailed information is avail-
able at 

http://www.csln.info/en/news/
urn:news:1DFA5C5 

ht t p : / / w w w. par l iame nt . org .
ua/index.php?action=news&ar_
id=2246&as=0

In 2010, Ukraine have implemented only 8 out of 70 
analyzed reform priorities, outlined in the EU-Ukraine 
Association Agenda (AA), the key document regulating 
EU-Ukraine relations. Trends during the reporting pe-
riod showed that progress in the reforms agenda is too 
slow, and a clear regress exists in a number of fields.

The major conclusions of the third (December 2010 – 
February 2011) interim monitoring report, prepared by 
a civil society’s monitoring of the implementation of the 
EU-Ukraine Association Agenda and were presented 
on March 17th, 2011 at a press conference in Kyiv. 

“The vast majority of priorities in political dialogue, 
human rights, trade, environmental policy require 
more actions”, comments Yulia Tyshchenko, the direc-
tor of the project, the head of the board of the Ukraini-
an Centre for Independent Political Research. “It is also 
important that the government has not presented pri-

orities for 2011 so far”, she says. “Ukraine’s administra-
tion pays minor attention to democratization and rela-
tions between the government and the society, focusing 
instead on economic and technological components of 
the EU integration priorities. This diminishes the role 
of the EU-Ukraine Association Agenda as a catalyst of 
internal reforms”, she adds. 

Experts conclude that in 2010 only 8 priorities of the 
EU-Ukraine Association Agenda have been fully imple-
mented by the Ukrainian government. 57 priorities are 
still at the implementation stage; 5 priorities have not 
been implemented at all.

More detailed information is available at http://www.
csln.info 

Full report (in Ukrainian) is available at http://www.
ucipr.kiev.ua/print.php?sid=603277695

Experts point out that Ukraine fell 
short of implementing majority of EU 
integration priorities for 2010 
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Civil Society Leadership Network is a diverse 
community of leaders that unites 120 partici-
pants from 5 countries.

The overall objective of the Network is to 
strengthen civil society in Ukraine, Moldova 
and the Southern Caucasus and involve it in the 
solution of political, social, cultural and other 
problems in their countries and throughout 
their region.

CSLN provide the ground for discussion, 
learning form each other and mutual co-opera-
tion in joint projects among civil society leaders 
from Ukraine, Moldova Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Georgia.

Specific objectives of the Network are to fos-
ter a generation of civil society leaders who can 
advocate for democratic changes, promote Eu-
ropean standards in democracy, human rights 
and the rule of law in Ukraine, Moldova and 
the Southern Caucasus. As well as to help them 
acquire the skills necessary to implement their 
vision of the region.

We focus on
• Strengthening capacity building, organisa-

tional and communication skills of civil soci-
ety leaders in Ukraine, Moldova and Southern 
Caucasus

•  Educating and informing civil society 
leaders about European democratic processes, 
standards and values

• Increasing the CSOs ability to promote do-
mestically European democratic standards and 
use them in their contacts with the authorities

• Connecting emerging civil society lead-
ers with their peers from the Black sea region 
countries and international non-governmental 
organisations

• Contributing to dialogue and confidence 
building between different communities in fro-
zen conflicts zones in the Southern Caucasus 
and Transnistria.

More detailed information at www.csln.info          

CSLN

Armenia
INTERNATIONAL CENTER  
FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
www.ichd.org    
Address: 19 Sayat Nova Ave., 
Yerevan 0001, Armenia
Tel.: +374 10 582638, +374 10 528321
Fax: +374 10 527082
E-mail: mail@ichd.org

Azerbaijan
YOUTH FOR DEVELOPMENT
www.yfd.az,
152 Mirze Feteli Str.,
AZ- 1000, Baku, Azerbaijan
Tel/Fax.: (+99412) 596-44-60
E-mail: office@yfd.az,  

Georgia
GEORGIAN FOUNDATION  
FOR STRATEGIC AND  INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
www.gfsis.org 
Address: 3a Chitadze str, 
Tbilisi, 0108, Georgia 
Tel.:  +995 32 473555
Fax: +995 32 985265 
E-mail: gfsis@gfsis.org 

Moldova
THE FOREIGN POLICY  
ASSOCIATION OF MOLDOVA
www.ape.md 
Address : str. Sciusev 64, MD-2012 
Chisinau, Republica Moldova
Tel.: +373-22 210986
Fax: +373-22 210986, 
E-mail: Eugen.revenco@ape.md  

Ukraine
AGENCY FOR LEGISLATIVE  
INITIATIVES
www.parliament.org.ua 
Адресс: 33 Nyzhniy Val st., # 8, 
Kyiv 04071, Ukraine
Tel.: (+38 044) 531 37 68
Fax: (+38 044) 425 25 33
E-mail: info@laboratory.kiev.ua 
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