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Address of President Serzh Sargsyan on 24th April, 2011

On the 24th of April, and we commemo-
rate the memory of the victims of the Ar-
menian Genocide.

In 1915-1923 a crime against the Armenian g
nation, against humanity and civilization was
committed, which at the time had no name. E=8
All the names and definitions — moral, legal,
or political - given later are only provisional
and only in part reflect what had really hap-
pened. The true scope and depth of the trage-
dy is known only to us, and every Armenian,
in any corner of the world, feels devastating %
repercussions of the Mets Eghern on his or
her destiny in every sense — moral, cultural,
linguistic and political.

The Ottoman Empire implemented at the state level
the program of elimination and expulsion of the Arme-
nian people. Throughout the process, at its every stage
the murders, deportations, conversions and enslave-
ment of the Armenians were viewed as routine trifles.
As for foreign interventions, they failed to stop the per-
petrators and in some instances pushed them towards
even more gruesome acts.

However, despite every devious program and calcula-

tions, the Armenian nation survived the Mets Eghern;
survived with irreversible loses, fought against other ca-
lamities, which befell the nation in the 20th century, and
triumphally, with victoriously independent statehood
ushered into a new millennium - a statehood that will
never again allow the repetition of such a crime, a state-
hood that will defend its righteous cause and will strug-
gle in the international fora not only for the recognition
of the Armenian Genocide, but also for the prevention
and punishment of the crime of genocide per se.

While in the 20-s of the last cen-
tury, the task in front of our nation
and our country was not to die, not
to perish from the face of the earth,
and to survive, Armenia of today
has other tasks. Wide horizons of
restoring historical justice, of de-
velopment, of progress and creative
work are opened before us.

The Republic of Armenia has been
proving through its resolute steps
that despite black pages of history, it
strives for peace with the neighbors,
including Turkey. Today in Turkey,
more than ever, reasonable voices
are being heard. We highly value

the Turkish intellectuals, as well
as many honest people all over the
world, who have raised their voices
in the name of justice.

Nevertheless, the official policy of
Turkey carries on with the course
of denial. Moreover, that policy
becomes more “sophisticated”, be-
comes more, so to speak, “flexible’,
and from time to time makes singu-
lar, formal-propaganda steps. For us
one thing is incontestable: the policy
of denial is a direct continuation of
the Armenian Genocide.

Any attempt to erase the tracks of
a crime is a new crime.

Throughout the implementation
of that murderous program, Arme-
nians tried to defend themselves
with whatever means they had -
stones, teeth, rifles. But great many
of them were defenseless. And this
is a lesson, a bitter lesson.

I am confident that today, just
like every year, a human stream to-
wards the heights of Tsitsernakab-
erd of those who come to bow to the
memory of innocent victims, will
not cease. But I also know,

I am confident that that stream
will carry different Armenians, the
Armenians who learned the lesson.
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Fighting Corruption in Eastern Partnership Countries:

The study is intended to shore up the objective of
greater civil society involvement in the EaP and the
course of reforms in eastern partner countries. The key
objective of the study is to present the views of civil
society on anti-corruption policies and reforms in the
Eastern Partnership countries, to give an overview of
foreign—including EU—assistance in this area, and
to analyse the role and potential of civil society in
combating corruption.

The report offers a number of recommendations for
international donors, CSOs and the EU on how to make
their efforts in assisting anti-corruption reforms in
Eastern Partnership countries more effective. This joint
study was prepared within the project “Civil society par-
ticipation in policies to combat corruption in the East-
ern Partnership countries” implemented by the Ukrain-

Supporting Civil Society
Organizations in Armenia

Views from the Civil Society

ian Institute for Public Policy
(Kyiv), International Centre
for Human Development (Yer-
evan), Institute for Public Pol-
icy (Chisinau) in cooperation
with FRIDE (Madrid) with
financial support from the

Fighting corruption in
Eastern Partnership countries:
The view from civil society

n cooperation with FRIDE (Madrid)

with fnancialsupport rom the Black Sea Trust,
2 projet of the German Marshall Fund of the
United States (Bucharest)

@UIPP
Black Sea Trust, a project of -
the German Marshall Fund of FRIDE
|

the United States.
Read the whole study version on CSLN website at http://
www.csln.info/en/news/urn:news:16B75E8

Yerevan 14,15 April 2011 - Civic
participation in decision making, pro-
tecting the environment, increasing
government transparency and com-
bating corruption, and promoting free
media as well as good governance were
among the topics discussed at a two-
day conference that took place in Yer-
evan.

The event was organized by the
OSCE Office in Yerevan and the Eu-
ropean Partnership for Democracy
(EPD) with financial support from the
National Endowment for Democracy.

“Building a strong civil society in
Armenia is an indispensible part of
the democratization process. It serves
as an important catalyst in many fields
of governance and will contribute sig-
nificantly to the development of the
country,” said Ambassador Sergey Ka-
pinos, the Head of the OSCE Office in
Yerevan.

“By fostering contacts between Ar-
menian non-governmental organiza-

From left to right:The
Head of the OSCE Yerevan
Office Ambassador Sergey
Kapino) and Executive
Director of European Part-
nership  for Democracy |}
Carlos HernandesFerreiro, |

tions and their counterparts in Central
and Eastern Europe, our Office at-
tempts to provide the groups with the
opportunity to learn from each other’s
experience and enhance their capacity
to advocate their stated aims.”

Carlos HernandesFerreiro, Execu-
tive Director of European Partnership
for Democracy, said: “The conference
provides a valuable opportunity to ad-
dress issues related to the role of civil
society organizations in democratic
governance. Central European organi-
zations have recent experience of dem-
ocratic transition to share, as well as a
good understanding of the post-Soviet
context and of the challenges intrinsic
to this kind of transformation”

With almostﬁftyrepresentatlves from
Armenian and European civil society
groups, the conference strived to facili-
tate a constructive exchange of views,
best practices and lessons learned from
Central and Eastern Europe. In three
separate panels the participants dis-
cussed strengthening democratic insti-
tutions through civic participation and
free media; a case study of civil society
involvement in environmental protec-
tion; and strengthening good govern-
ance by increasing government trans-
parency and combating corruption.
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From left to right: Kon-
stantin  Obolensky Swit-
zerland Ambassador to
Armenia

President of Republic of
Armenia: Serzh Sargsyan

President of Switzerland

MichelineCalmy-Rey

UNFPA Armenia officially pre-

Armenian President Serzh
B Sargsyan and his Swiss coun-
terpart MichelineCalmy-Rey
attended the opening cer-
emony of the Swiss Embassy
in Armenia.

The President of the Swiss
Confederation noted that
the two countries are linked
by long-term relationships. She also ex-
pressed confidence that the embassy will help
strengthen ties between people and govern-
ments of the two states.

The opening of the embassy also indicates
Switzerland’s desire to develop relations with
countries outside Europe, particularly in a re-
gion, in which welfare and peace are of great
importance.

Switzerland Opens Exmbassy in Armenia

Armenian Foreign Minister Edward Nal-
bandian stressed that the establishment of the
embassy is another important step towards
further development of bilateral relations.
“The appointment of worlds most famous
Armenian Charles Aznavour, as Armenia’s
Ambassador to Switzerland,shows the impor-
tance Yerevan attaches to the development
of relations with this country, Nalbandian
noted, quoting an Armenian proverb: “If you
want doors to be open for you, keep it open
yourself”

MichelineCalmy-Rey had announced Swit-
zerland’s plans to open an embassy during her
previous visit as Swiss Foreign Minister.Swit-
zerland has appointed Konstantin Obolensky
as its Ambassador to Armenia.

How Men and Women Participate in

sented the results of the sociologi-
cal study on “Gender Dimension
of Civic and Political Participation
in Armenia” conducted within the
framework of UNFPA “Combating
Gender-Based Violence in the South
Caucasus” project by the ««Cauca-
sus» Sociological Research Center»
NGO.

The event was attended by the

Civic and Political Life in Armenia -

UNFEFPA Presents Study Results

representatives of the government
authorities working in the field of
women’s rights and gender issues,
international organizations, politi-
cal parties, foreign and local NGOs
and mass media.

The purpose of
the study was to
explore compara-
tive characteris-
tics and dynamics
of women’s and
men’s participa-

Ms. DafinaGerche-
va, UN Resident

Coordinator in the
middle with experts

tion in socio-political processes, to
identify social, economic, political,
educational, psychological and oth-
er factors that promote or impede
womens full-pledged participation
in those process.

Ms. DafinaGercheva, UN Resident
Coordinator stressed that around
the world including Armenia there
is a lack of gender balance in deci-
sion-making positions including
national parliaments, government
ministers, elected Heads of State
and Heads of Government. The ex-
perts also presented a set of recom-
mendations with view to enhanc-
ing civic and political participation
of women and closing the existing
gender gap.

© Civil Soceity Leadership Network, 2011

www.CSLN.info 4



AN ivil soci
K ) Cs LN felgldg?scr:?synetwork

“Eastern Bridge for Democracy”

IR AZERBAIJAN

Issue 3, 2011

Anti-corruption campaign stalls

Two months have passed since the government an-
nounced an anti-corruption drive. But no development
is perceivable yet, though everything is available for this
— the anti-corruption legislation (formed since 1994),
the state anti-corruption program adopted in Septem-
ber 2004, and the national transparency development
strategy for 2006-2011 adopted in July 2007.

The State Anti-corruption Commission under the
President of Azerbaijan (which has not gathered for more
than two years), the Prosecutor General Office, the Min-
istry of Internal Affairs, the Ministry of National Secu-
rity, the Ministry of Justice, the Head State Governance
Departments Security Council, the State Customs Com-
mittee, and the State Border Guard Service are involved
in the anti-corruption combat.

Truly, a “purge” has begun among the officials. But
few people believe corruption could be eradicated in
Azerbaijan. The disbelief is substantiated.

As it was already mentioned system struggle against
corruption first of all requires removal of the system
barriers, such as lack of control of the bureaucracy.
But this is unacceptable for our political elite, because
measures like this would be equal to overthrowing the
power.

Azerbaijan: Government Closes Two International NGOs

The Azerbaijani government has quietly stopped the
operations of two international non-governmental or-
ganizations in what some local observers claim is a fur-
ther attempt to clamp down on the country’s relatively
weak civil society. The government counters that it is
merely following the terms of its NGO registration re-
quirements.

The Baku offices of the Washington, DC-based Na-
tional Democratic Institute (NDI) and the Oslo-based
Human Rights House Network (HRHN) last month
both received written warnings from the Ministry of
Justice that they could not operate in Azerbaijan with-
out official registration.

Under 2009 amendments to Azerbaijans law on
NGOs, a bilateral agreement between an NGO’s coun-
try of origin and the Azerbaijani government about the
NGO?’s operations in Azerbaijan is required for the or-

ganization’s registration.

NDI, which has operated in Azerbaijan since the mid-
1990s, did not have registration at the time of its closure
in mid-March. The organization is one of the most ac-
tive in the South Caucasus for election monitoring and
the training of various political parties, has been denied
registration at least three times since 2006.

Some local analysts have cited both the NDI and Hu-
man Rights House Network cases as further proof of
the Azerbaijani government’s increasing intolerance for
groups that might criticize or disagree with its policies
- an intolerance fueled by the ongoing political turmoil
in the Middle East and North Africa. The closures took
place just over a month after the start of unauthorized
street rallies by youth activists and opposition parties
that have been met with the arrests of dozens of rally
participants and suspected organizers.
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Senior expert of the American Insti-
tute for Foreign Policy Studies, Gerald
Robbins believes that the protests in
Azerbaijan may decline, if the authori-
ties begin real reforms in the country.

He believes that the willingness of
people to oppose the authoritarian
order is understandable and natural.
Regarding the possible influence of
processes in the Arab world, Azerbai-
jan needs “a serious infusion” in it.

“In my opinion, the processes are
slow and especially the questions of
the organization’, - says Robbins. At
the same time, the expert acknowl-
edged that the role and influence of

The Reporters Without Borders Statement

The second hearing at Bakhtiyar
Hajiev’s trial before the district court
in the city of Gyandja was held. Fac-
ing a charge of desertion (under arti-
cle 321.1 of the penal code) brought
against him in January, he was ar-
rested on 4 March after calling on
Facebook for demonstrations against
the government. He faces two years
behind bars if convicted. A graduate
of Harvard and a former opposition
candidate, Hajiev has complained
of being a victim of a politically-
motivated trial linked to his online
activities. In November 2010, he
posted videos on social networks in
which he condemned the results of
legislative elections. During yester-

g social networks in the Arab
world have been used by
opposition in Azerbaijan.

“However, are there and
here solid institutions, ready
| to take over the govern-

ance during the transition
period? Theres a lingering concern
that the grassroots nature of these
movements can be easily hijacked by
well established agendas at variance
with democratic values. The Muslim
Brotherhood and likeminded groups
come to mind - notes Robbins.

All of these protests have their
unique dilemmas. For Azerbaijan
the question is whether the long es-
tablished political opposition has the
“respect” of those doing the protest-
ing, or are just considered outmoded
institutions from a different era/gen-
eration - the expert says.

day’s hearing, Hajiev was allowed to
take a seat next to his lawyers. Judge
Emin Akhundov permitted a small
amount of video footage to be taken
but otherwise banned all forms of re-
cording during the session. Hajiev’s
request for bail was turned down. A
request for all charges to be dropped
was not even examined by the court.
Hajiev, whose trial began on 19 April,
complained of being the victim of re-
peated violence while held in prison
and of being threatened with rape.
The judge however refused to call
witnesses over the conditions of his
detention. His pre-trial detention
has been extended twice. His lawyers
have appealed against these decisions

Azerbaijan: the time of real reforms

Despite the campaign of the Az-
erbaijani authorities to combat cor-
ruption, the protests continue. Does
this mean that people no longer trust
the government? Robbins believes
that seeing is believing - the protesters
have witnessed anti-corruption meas-
ures before with minimal results.

“Real reform begins only when the
current government is willing to al-
low a meaningful discourse with the
opposition parties to improve the sys-
tem of governance’, - says Robbins.

Robbins believes that in this situa-
tion for the strong support these ef-
forts, the international community,
a number of international NGOs
dealing with democratization in Az-
erbaijan should promote and support
youth movements.

to the European Court of Human
Rights. Reporters Without Borders
urges the Azerbaijani authorities to
release Hajiev immediately and to
drop the charges against him. The or-
ganization calls on the government
to respect the international conven-
tions that it has ratified by respecting
freedom of expression.
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Low Acquittal Rate in Georgian Courts

“Looking at the statistics for criminal cases in 2010, recently published by the
Supreme Court, the number of cases won by the defendants was just 0.04 per-
cent, Mariam Gabedava, senior analyst at the Thbilisi office of the lobby group
Transparency International, said. “In 2009 it was 0.1 percent and we said at the
time that the number was catastrophic, but a year later it has gotten even worse”

The Supreme Court 2010 statistics showed that eight out of 20,196 people tried
last year in the criminal courts were acquitted. Nana Vasadze, a spokeswoman for
the Supreme Court, said that Georgia was ahead of other post-Soviet countries in
that issues and that in any case these statistics don't show the full story.

Source: www.geotimes.ge

Georgia’s Trade Unions need to Restore the Inspections
on the Work at Enterprises

As the “Business of Georgia,” according to chief technical inspector of occupational health Trade Unions Vic-
tor Dolidze, without this structure, the safety standards at the facilities to provide hard. According Dolidze, most
recently in Georgia, a growing number of fatalities and injuries in the workplace. Thus, since 2010 was recorded in
1921 the fact of group accident killed 81 people; injuries of varying severity were 168 people. Exist in the Georgia
Labor Code provides only for rehabilitation of victims, and that, if proven guilty of the employer. As for death in
the workplace, the current TC is compensation for the families did not provide.

In order for objects to observe security measures, requires the existence of agency that will oversee compliance
with all labor standards, said Dolidze. Until 2006, there was a safety inspection, which later was abolished, he re-
calls. Now this situation should be corrected.

Public Defender’s 2010
Human Rights Report

Public Defender, Giorgi Tugushi, re-
leased annual human rights report cov-
ering 2010. One portion of the 519-page
report, which deals with situation in the
penitentiary system, has captured most
of the attention so far with lawmakers
from the parliamentary minority saying
that findings of the report are “more than
enough” to demand sacking of minister in
charge of prison system Khatuna Kalma-
khelidze.

According to the report 142 inmates, 56%
more than in 2009, died last year mainly
because of inadequate healthcare system
in the penitentiary. About 70% of inmates,
who died in 2010, were in the age between
21 and 50.

U.S. Human Rights Report

on Georgia

Despite some significant human rights achievements in 2010,
main concerns remain about reported cases of abuse of prison-
ers, arbitrary detentions, selective application of law and pres-
sure on businesses, according to the U.S. Department of State’s
annual human rights report, released on April 8, 2011.

Among the “significant human rights achievements” the report
lists implementation of a new Criminal Procedure Code, providing
more rights of the accused; strengthening of the Public Defender’s
Office; construction of new prisons that met international stand-
ards and the first direct election of the Tbilisi mayor in May 30 local
elections.

According to the report, allegations of selective application of
law, wherein crimes involving government officials or support-
ers were slowly investigated and often remained pending and
those involving opposition were investigated quickly, “led to al-
legations of impunity for government officials.”

Source: Civil Georgia, Tbilisi / 12 Apr’11/
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To improve the knowledge of the
Georgian language among ethnic mi-
norities authorities have developed
a program promoting the Georgian
language as the official language

According to the latest census, eth-
nic Azeris (284 thousand 148 people)
and Armenians (249 thousand 175

Georgian LLanguage for Minorities

people) are in general slightly more
than 12 percent of the population,
numbering in 2002, 4.37 million resi-
dents. Teaching of Georgian language
is compulsory for all 40 secondary
schools in Georgia with the teaching
of subjects in the languages of national
minorities. However, the limited use
of the Georgian language in everyday
life in several districts of the country,
particularly in Kvemo-Kartli and Ja-
vakheti regions are densely populated
by Azeri and Armenian populations,
respectively, leads to the fact that such

TT Georgia Calls on
Government to Ensure

Diverse Media Market

TBILISI - 7 April, 2011 - Transparency Internation-
al (TI) Georgia is calling on the Georgian National
Communications Commission (GNCC), the regula-
tory body for electronic communication, to ensure
that approvals in the next round of broadcasting li-
censes include channels dedicated to serious news
and educational programming.

TI Georgia is concerned that the findings of an opin-
ion poll commissioned by the GNCC will be used to
justify the denial to
issue broadcast li-
censes to applicants
who want to air news
and current affairs
programs, political
debates, investigative
reporting, documen-
taries or other informative and educational content.
The Board of the GNCC should take into account the
reality of the Georgian TV market, which offers many
different entertainment programs but little journalis-
tic competition and current affairs reporting outside
the capital, when defining the regulator’s licensing
priorities for the coming years.

students are not always good in state
language.

To improve the knowledge of the
Georgian language among ethnic mi-
norities authorities have developed
a program promoting the Georgian
language as the official language of the
republic, which also includes the pro-
vision of assistance to the most diverse
- from the translation of textbooks for
University Entrance Examinations
to provide students of minority with
safeguards for further study.

Source: www.geotimes.ge/

Violent, Nihilistic and Indecent
Films and Programs Cannot
Create Healthy Atmosphere

The strongest psy-
chological source -
mass media is used
to encourage the
evil and sins; to es-
tablish vulgar, tech-
nological  society
ruled by money in
order the youth to
lose right orienteer.
All this affects peo-
ple. Today people
more easily destroy
families; establish

free relations and present homosexual relations as normal.
Nobody says that abortions as well as ‘institution of sur-
rogate mothers’ are the heaviest crimes’, the Patriarch said.
The Epistle says selfish thinking is encouraged today. “Such
people regard others as instruments for achieving their
goals and they do not have the sense of gratitude. Howev-
er, there are some people among sinners who change their
way of life by the God’s mercy”, the Epistle said.
Source: georgianamerica.com
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B & IMOLDOVA

EU-Moldova E.conomic Forum

Discussions at the Forum took place within the frame-
work drawn by the two prime ministers and focused on the
process of reforming the law enforcement bodies, actions to
be taken to create a functional economy, market liberaliza-
tion, attract investment, development of energy sector etc.
The conclusions reached by the participants referred to the
need to develop in Moldova an economic system based on:
changing the structure of the economy; de-monopolization
of economy in the sectors of air transportation and telecom-
munications; revolutionizing the denationalization through
prlvatlzatlons, public-private partnerships, concessions; im-
proving the business climate, attracting new investments;
increasing the export rate over import rate; exports not of
people but of goods and services; orientation of remittanc-
es towards production and not towards consumption, etc.
However, all these issues are discussed for long time in the
society and even if they need to be reiterated, much more is
the need of implementation capacity and coherence in ac-
tions.

Conclusions (by Igor Botan, ADEPT):

- Moldovan authorities’ ability to make influential foreign
friends is an absolutely necessary factor, but insufficient to

The First EU-Moldova Economic Forum was organized in Chisi-
nau on 29-31 March 2011 by the Foreign Policy Association (Moldo-
-+ va) and the Institute of Eastern Studies (Poland), under the honorary

' patronage of prime-ministers of both countries. The Forum created
a good opportunity for an exchange of ideas, share experiences and
to discuss new plans for cooperation for consolidate European mod-
ernization of Moldova. The event brought together more than 150
participants from Moldova and abroad, including high ranking of-
ficials, former head of states and governments, members of parlia-
ments and non-governmental actors.

For more information and photo gallery: www.ape.md and http://
www.forum-ekonomiczne.pl/1439,EU-Moldova+Forum

accelerate the process of European integration. Yet, there
is need for consensus and partnership in the political class.
The consensus is somewhat present, but the partnership is
completely missing, and this could embarrass Moldovas
foreign supporters who speak of an unconditional support
to the process of European integration.

- A revival of the political partnership for European inte-
gration is undermined by a number of factors — the rivalry
between the AEI leaders; inability to find a solution to over-
come the institutional crisis and establish political stability
for a full governmental mandate; disagreements concerning
the interpretation of the 7 April 2009 events during the so-
called Twitter Revolution, its causes and the roles played by
the current ruling leaders and opposition etc.

- In these circumstances, EU’s support for Moldova must
nevertheless be conditioned by the needed efforts of politi-
cal class to overcome the institutional crisis and to establish
political stability, and by promoted reforms to modernize
the society in order to approach EU standards based on
verifiable indicators. http://www.e-democracy.md/en/moni-
toring/politics/comments/eu-moldova-forum/

Thematlc workshops of the Natlonal Conventlon on European Integration

The National Conven-
tion on European Inte-
gration held 3 thematic
workshops ~ addressing
the following subjects: (1)

EU Market for Moldovan
Goods and Services; (3)
Tariff and Non-Tariff Bar-
riers to Trade; (4) Region-
al Development. These

ful platform for struc-
tured communication of
the government/central
authorities with the non-
governmental sector. In
turn, the civil society is
heard by the authorities.
The  recommendations
and activities of the work-
ing groups can be found
on the web site www.con-

NGOs gathered about 30
participants each, adopt-
ing sectoral recommenda-
tions presented to policy
makers for consideration.

MIA Reform and Demili- platforms for discussion This form of discussion Vventia.md
tarization; (2) Access to between government and turned out to be a use-
© Civil Soceity Leadership Network, 2011 www.CSLN.info 9
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National Participation Council

Is Now Online

The National Participation Council (NPC) launched
its online information platform. The website www.cnp.
md provides information about the work of the Coun-
cil and its member organizations. It also includes news
about the NPC cooperation with the Government of the
Republic of Moldova and other central public adminis-
tration bodies.

One of the goals of the portal is to promote participa-
tion of the civil society and other stakeholders in the
development and monitoring of public decisions. By
launching this site, the NPC aims at encouraging part-
nerships between civil society and central government
bodies and at helping to establish a more transparent
and participatory decision-making process. The portal
provides to interested individuals and organizations the
possibility to subscribe to news and to receive notifica-
tions about latest information posted on the site.

The National Participation Council (NPC) is an advi-
sory body acting since early 2010. It consists of 30 repre-
sentatives of the civil society. The National Participation
Council was designed to facilitate stakeholder partici-
pation in designing, implementing, monitoring, assess-
ing and updating strategic planning documents. http://
www.info-prim.md/

Open NGO Fair

The NGO Fair was held in the Great National As-
sembly Square in Chisinau on April 19, 2011, with the
participation of 20 NGOs from Chisinau and other
towns. “These NGOs are active in your community
and you can communicate directly with their leaders
and volunteers” - say the message promoted by the
NGO Fair.

The NGOs Fair showed what an NGO is, provided
information about the daily life of an NGO and about
how the activity of the NGOs benefits the citizens.
The activities of the NGOs were presented at the Fair
through brochures, pictures and posters on stands.
Volunteers and employees of NGOs answered ques-
tions about the activity of their organizations and how
these help Moldovans to overcome social and civic
problems. Also, visitors had the opportunity to join
the teams of volunteers of NGOs present at the fair.

The NGOs Fair is held within the National Volun-
teer Week “Join the team of volunteers!” as one of
the thematic activities organized by the Coalition for
Promoting Volunteering Law and Activities and is
financed by USAID through the Strengthening Civil
Society in Moldova Program (MCSSP) implemented
by AED. The media support is provided by Park Com-
munications Agency. http://www.zdg.md/

National Volunteer Conference

On April 20 - 21, 2011 the Coa-
lition for Promoting Volunteering
Law and Activities organized the
National Volunteer Conference
(NVC 2011), attended by about 30
NGOs and officials, including the
Interim President Marian Lupu.
Volunteering is a movement the
purpose of which is to educate the
society about social values and civ-
ic responsibility. In Moldova a few

tens of thousands of people are vol-
unteering every day and after pass-
ing of the Law on Volunteering this
movement will expand, because the
law comes to settle the problems so
far faced by volunteers. The state-
ment was made at the first National
Volunteer Conference on April 20
by the Secretary of the National
Council of NGOs, Antonia Fonari,
according to Info-Prim Neo.

The conference adopted a resolu-
tion establishing a monitoring of
the implementation of the Law on
Volunteering and asking local and
central governments to organize
and provide appropriate conditions
for the enforcement of the law. For
more details see www.tdvmoldova.
wordpress.com
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NGO Consortium have publicized its comments
and propositions regarding the draft electoral Law
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Consortium of NGOs (Agency for
Legislative Initiatives, Committee
of voters of Ukraine, civil network
OPORA and Ukrainian Centre for
Independent Political Research)
have carefully researched the techni-
cal draft Law on parliamentary elec-
tions prepared in the framework of
the governmental Working Group
for the Improvement of the electoral
legislation and worked-out its com-
ments and propositions. Consorti-
um is recognizing publication of the
technical draft Law on the official
web-site of the Ministry of Justice of
Ukraine on April 22, 2011 as invio-
lately positive fact, that will ensure
transparency of preparations of the
new edition of electoral legislation,
promote open dialogue among state
authorities, civil society and expert
community regarding the main po-
sitions of the future Law and will
provide the opportunity to consider
positions of all stakeholders in fur-
ther work on relevant legislation.

Technical draft Law has con-
sidered some propositions of the
Ukrainian and international experts
regarding the main trends and key
mechanisms of the improvement of
legal regulation on parliamentary

YHIILA

elections. Among them possibility
for self-nomination of the candi-
dates in simple majority electoral
districts, limitation of possible rea-
sons to cancel the registration of
candidates, introducing division of
electoral districts (regular and tem-
porary), more clear procedures of
voice counting, more broad compe-
tence for NGOs civic elections ob-
servation, trainings of the members
of electoral commissions (Central
Electoral Commission responsibil-
ity), improvement of the procedure
of composing and specification of
the List of Voters (in compliance
with the relevant Law on “State Reg-
ister of Voters”), more specific regu-
lation of the electoral agitation.

At the mean time it should be
stressed out that the main aim and
final result of the improvement of
legal regulation of elections should
be bringing of the relevant legisla-
tion in compliance with the inter-
nationally recognized democratic
standards, its further codification
and full realization of citizens right
to freely elect and be elected.

But still the detailed analyses of
the technical draft Law on parlia-
mentary elections proves that the

FPOMAOAHCBKA MEPEXA

onorala

WWW.OPORA.ORG.UA

authors have not considered fully
the recommendations of the ODI-
HR/OSCE, Venice Commission,
Ukrainian experts regarding the
electoral legislation improvement as
well as practice of the national elec-
toral campaigns. Among such issues
are proposed electoral system; dura-
tion term of the electoral campaign;
free access of voters to relevant in-
formation about candidates that
will ensure their deliberate choice;
territorial organizations of elections;
status and formation order of the
electoral commissions, training and
competence of its members; List of
Voters composing and specification;
nomination and registration of can-
didates; electoral agitation; civic ob-
servation of the elections; electoral
bulletins production, voting organi-
zation, votes counting and results
production; appeals on decisions,
acting and non-acting in the elec-
toral process; responsibility for the
law violations.

More detailed info: http://www.
csln.info/en/news/urn:news:157F104
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New anti-corruption Legislation will not decrease the corruption rate in Ukraine

On April 7, 2011 Ukrainian Par-
liament has finally adopted new an-
ti-corruption legislation. But its real
implementation would have no use
without the comprehensive and sys-
tematic reforms in the area. Moreo-
ver the adopted legislation will come
in force only in second half of the
current year, and some of its posi-
tion only in April 2012. Head of the
Transparency International nation-
al contact in Ukraine CU “TORO”
Oleksyi Khmara have claimed at the
press-conference that Ukraine will
lost the whole year for the imple-
mentation of the newly adopted law.
“We are facing rather unique situ-
ation when Ukraine as the country
that has signed variety of impor-
tant international documents in
the matter (such as UN Convention
against Corruption, CoE Conven-
tion and other relevant documents)
is obliged not only to take measures
for the corruption fighting and pre-
venting but also repost regularly
about the developments in this mat-

ter. Currently we

| are under two in-
dependent audits.
Unfortunately we

- will not be able to

~ |show any consist-
~ ent developments,”
' mentioned Oleksyi

- |Khmara. Last 12
~ years Transparency
_ International is ob-
serving the corrup-
tion perception in
Ukraine. In 2010
Index Ukraine have
gained only 24
points from 10 possible (interna-
tional practice recognize the coun-
try with less that 3 points totally
corrupted).

CU “TORO” and Agency for leg-
islative Initiatives have released spe-
cial anti-corruption research “Na-
tional Integrity System Assessment”
that is giving overview of the cor-
ruption wide-spread in key spheres
and propose recommendation for
the corruption level decrease. De-
nys Kovryzhenko, ALI Director
of Legal Research, mentioned that
the research is based on the meth-
odology of the Transparency Inter-
national and thus give a chance to
compare the corruption fighting in
different countries. Ukrainian NIS
research has specified 13 institu-
tions for analyses (among them
police, courts, parliament, govern-
ment, public sector, business, civil
society, mass-media). Research state
that in current situation the base for
the national integrity system is in-
credibly weak that complicate the

relevant authorities efficiency in the
corruption fighting. “Talking about
the concrete institutions neither
of them has collected the max 100
points. The most effective element of
the national integrity systems turns
to be the Accounting Chamber,
which is granted rather high inde-
pendence by Law. The less effective
turns out to be the political parties
and public authorities (especially
those that are giving the administra-
tive services). Rather close remains
the business,” points out Denys Ko-
vryzhenko. Among main factors
that avoid more effective work in
the issue should be mentioned con-
stant lack of resources and relevant
funding, legislation discrepancy, fail
of implementation already existing
legislation, non-efficient coopera-
tion of various elements of the na-
tional integrity system, its interfere
in each other work and negative in-
fluence over each other.

Among main recommendations
for the more effective anti-corrup-
tion policy are reformation of the
party system, more independent
and clear powers of the Prosecution
Office and courts as well as relevant
reforms that will limit the political
influences and introduce the mecha-
nisms to avoid the corruption. More
info available at http://www.csln.
info/en/news/urn:news:140DOOF
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Statement of the
Ukrainian National
Platform for the FaP
CSF on Custom Union

ﬂ'a EASTERM PARTHNERSHIP
".l" Civil Society Forum
° [ ]
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Ukrainian National platform of the East-
ern Partnership Civil Society Forum ex-
press its concerns regarding the renewing
discussion about the Custom Union versus
the EU-Ukraine Deep and Comprehensive
Trade Agreement that recently have broad-
ened within the high-positioned politicians
of party-in-office and relevant state officials.

Namely the National Platform stress the
necessity to ensure consistent, predictable,
and invariable course of Ukraine’s European
integration and express its concern on the
non-transparent and non-public nature of
the negotiations on the approximation with
the Customs Union at the expense of the in-
tegration with the EU.

National Platform call on the President,
the Cabinet of Ministers, and the Verkhovna
Rada to expedite the implementation of all
obligations undertaken by Ukraine vis-a-
vis the European Union within the frame-
work of the Association Agenda and require
from the relevant state departments (such as
MFA, Ministry of Economics and others) to
present publicly its position in the issue, as
well as avoid any non-transparency in such
important for the whole society matter.

Ukrainian expert community pay signifi-
cant attention to the matter and make every
possible efforts to be involved in eventual
researches and evaluations of the pro and
contra arguments for any kind of economi-
cal co-operation envisaged. Due to its active
position, as well as opposition efforts Parlia-
mentary Hearings “Matter and perspectives
of the economical cooperation development
with the EU (DFTA) and Custom Union”
are appointed for May 11, 2011.

More info available at http://www.csln.info/
en/news/urn:news:1894CE9

Journalists protest
against the
censorship with
strike

KyivPost

Journalists of the independ-
ent Ukrainian English-language
newspaper, the Kyiv Post, went
on strike after its editor Brian Bonner, was fired on 15 April for
disregarding the owner’s instructions to kill an interview with the
agriculture minister. The newspaper is owned by Mr. Mohammed
Zahour, a British businessman who heads Istil Group. B. Bonner
had received several warnings from the KP owner’s representatives
in recent months and had been accused of not giving President
Viktor Yanukovych enough support.

The newspaper’s journalists have gone on strike, describing Bon-
ner’s dismissal as meddling. In an open letter released the same day;,
they urged Zahour to reinstate Bonner and said firing was never the
right solution to editorial differences. The Kyiv Post would be in-
dependent “no matter who runs the government” and “independ-
ent newspapers are both rare and important in this region,” they
added. First the temporally appointed editor has posted a response
on the newspaper’s website, claimed that Bonner’s firing was not
due to the publication of the interview with the agriculture min-
ister but to differences of opinions: “Istil Group, owner of the Kyiv
Post, rejects allegations of “censorship” and “breaking international
laws” as pure nonsense and an emotional reaction to Chief Editor
Brian Bonner' exit from the newspaper.”

But after journalists four days strike, Mr. Zahour reversed a de-
cision to fire Bonner over editorial disagreements and even an-
nounced the creation of a special editorial council consisting of
Bonner and three other staff members to guarantee its independ-
ence and protect it from outside meddling. “This U-turn has shown
that, although the authorities and media owners in Ukraine have
been trying to control editorial content for more than a year, they
can be made to back down when journalists and public opinion are
mobilized,” Reporters Without Borders said. “This is a great victory
for the Kyiv Post’s staft and an encouragement to all those fighting
for media freedom in Ukraine.

Recently released Freedom House 2010 Report stress that the
freedom of press declined in Ukraine during last year and now is
evaluated is “partially free”. This negative trend is getting force in
Ukraine that used to have the freest press in the region for rather
long period of time. Bad time come for the Ukrainian media, with
the government increasingly opposed to criticism and use any pos-
sible measures to get rid of outspoken journalists and independent
media resources.
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Civil Society Leadership Network is a diverse
community of leaders that unites 120 partici-
pants from 5 countries.

The overall objective of the Network is to
strengthen civil society in Ukraine, Moldova
and the Southern Caucasus and involve it in the
solution of political, social, cultural and other
problems in their countries and throughout
their region.

CSLN provide the ground for discussion,
learning form each other and mutual co-opera-
tion in joint projects among civil society leaders
from Ukraine, Moldova Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Georgia.

Specific objectives of the Network are to fos-
ter a generation of civil society leaders who can
advocate for democratic changes, promote Eu-
ropean standards in democracy, human rights
and the rule of law in Ukraine, Moldova and
the Southern Caucasus. As well as to help them
acquire the skills necessary to implement their
vision of the region.

We focus on

o Strengthening capacity building, organisa-
tional and communication skills of civil soci-
ety leaders in Ukraine, Moldova and Southern
Caucasus

o Educating and informing civil society
leaders about European democratic processes,
standards and values

« Increasing the CSOs ability to promote do-
mestically European democratic standards and
use them in their contacts with the authorities

o Connecting emerging civil society lead-
ers with their peers from the Black sea region
countries and international non-governmental
organisations

o Contributing to dialogue and confidence
building between different communities in fro-
zen conflicts zones in the Southern Caucasus
and Transnistria.

More detailed information at www.csln.info
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Project Partners:

ARMENIA

INTERNATIONAL CENTER

FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
www.ichd.org

Address: 19 Sayat Nova Ave.,

Yerevan 0001, Armenia

Tel.: +374 10 582638, +374 10 528321
Fax: +374 10 527082

E-mail: mail@ichd.org

AZERBAIJAN

YOUTH FOR DEVELOPMENT
www.yfd.az,

152 Mirze Feteli Str.,

AZ- 1000, Baku, Azerbaijan
Tel/Fax.: (+99412) 596-44-60
E-mail: office@yfd.az,

GEORGIA

GEORGIAN FOUNDATION

FOR STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
www.gfsis.org

Address: 3a Chitadze str,

Thilisi, 0108, Georgia

Tel.: +995 32 473555

Fax: +995 32 985265

E-mail: gfsis@gfsis.org

MOLDOVA

THE FOREIGN POLICY
ASSOCIATION OF MOLDOVA
www.ape.md

Address : str. Sciusev 64, MD-2012
Chisinau, Republica Moldova

Tel.: +373-22 210986

Fax: +373-22 210986,

E-mail: Eugen.revenco@ape.md

UKRAINE

AGENCY FOR LEGISLATIVE
INITIATIVES
www.parliament.org.ua
Anpecc: 33 Nyzhniy Val st., # 8,
Kyiv 04071, Ukraine

Tel.: (+38 044) 531 37 68

Fax: (+38 044) 425 25 33
E-mail: info@laboratory.kiev.ua
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